
SPECIAL NOTE: The hymn numbers for the carols will not be announced so as not to break the continuity of the service. 
All of tonight’s hymns are located in the Singing the Season booklet. Please stand only where an Asterisk (*) is indicated. 

Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2019  9:00 pm 

Prelude  

A Poem  “Listen” 

Unison Reading Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shined. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 
will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be 
no end, upon the throne of David, and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time forth and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 
this. 

* Carol “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” C-5 

Lighting of the Advent Candles  Susan and Scott Cleveland 
 “I Will Light Candles” by Howard Thurman 

Carol “O Come, All Ye Faithful” C-18 

In those days a decree went out…  Luke 2: 1-7 

Anthem “Veni, Come, O Lord” Douglas E. Wagner 

In that region there were shepherds… Luke 2: 8-12 

Carol “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” C-26 

And suddenly there was with the angel… Luke 2: 13-20 

Carol “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” C-15 

A Poem “The Miracle” 

* Carol “Angels We Have Heard on High” C-8 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born… Matthew 2: 1-2, 9-11 

Carol “What Child is This?” C-22 

Lighting of the Christ Candle  Susan and Scott Cleveland 
 “The Birth of Hope” 



 

Lighting of the Candles 

 (Tilt your unlighted candle to the flame of your neighbor’s candle) 

A Poem “Light for the World” 

Carol “Silent Night, Holy Night” 

Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 

Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Christmas Prayer 

For it is God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness…” 
  2 Corinthians 4:6 

* Carol “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come” C-16 

* A Christmas Blessing 

* Postlude  
 

We offer special welcome to all who worship with us on this Christmas Eve.  
Thank you to Janet Sanders for managing the lights this evening. 

The worship leaders this evening are Rev. Dr. Debbie Clark and Rev. Dr. Fran Bogle. 
We have sound-enhancing assistive listening devices and large print bulletins available.  

Please speak with an usher or pick one up in the narthex. 

Rev. Debbie Clark will be away from December 25 through December 28. If you have a pastoral concern 
during that time, please contact Rev. Dr. Karen Nell Smith at 508-331-3081. The office will be closed 
December 25 and 26. 



 

Coming Up At Edwards Church 
Potluck Worship 
Sunday, December 29 at 10:00am in Susan P. Dickerman Hall 
Karen Nell Smith will lead us we will enjoy favorite holiday foods and worship together. Bring a 
left-over tasty treat from your holiday celebrations to share. Dress casually! 
 
Combined Epiphany Worship 
Sunday, January 5 at 10:00am at Edwards Church 
We will join with our friends from Plymouth Church for our 21st Annual Combined Epiphany 
Worship Service. The service will be an intergenerational opportunity to reflect on the ways we 
are changed by our journey to the manger. Kelly Lopez and George Marcincavage will offer special 
music. Bring warm, new white socks for Worcester Fellowship! A special offering will support the 
Metrowest Immigrant Solidarity Network. Please give generously as you are able. 

 
In the name of God and Jesus Christ, Edwards Church, a congregation of the United Church of 
Christ, welcomes all who seek to know and worship God. We invite everyone to join in our faith 
journey and participate in our congregational life. 

As a community of faith we take seriously the Biblical call to love God and our neighbors as 
ourselves, and recognize that although we are many members we are one. We celebrate the 
uniqueness of everyone. We rejoice in our diversity of views and understanding of our shared 
faith. We commit ourselves to work diligently to help end oppression and discrimination. We 
affirm all relationships founded on the principle of God’s love and justice. 

We declare ourselves to be an Open and Affirming congregation. Seeking to be the Body of 
Christ, we welcome into full fellowship and membership all persons of every race, language, age, 
gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, physical or cognitive ability, and 
economic status. 
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